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 Yuma County Water Users Association negotiates
first Colorado River Project contract with the United
States government for the Yuma Irrigation Project –
1903.

 Congress and President Truman reauthorize the Gila
Project Act for the Yuma Mesa and Wellton-Mohawk
divisions - 1947.

 Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage District is
created by an act of the Arizona State Legislature on
July 23, 1951 to enter into a contract with the United
States, repay the cost of the irrigation and power
project, and to operate and maintain the project.



 Yuma has a long history of supporting and developing Colorado River
Projects including Boulder Canyon Project and Glen Canyon for flood
control and storage on the main stream; plus Parker-Davis Project for
transmission lines and power supplies to operate Gila Project features and
serve many areas of Arizona and Yuma County.

 The federal transmission system was the first extension of interstate lines
into Arizona from Hoover and Parker-Davis generating stations to enable
delivery, contracting, and financing of those Projects. Limited
transmission in Arizona limited the development of Hoover for Arizona
users, just as the delay of CAP delayed the use of Arizona’s share of
Colorado River water for decades.

.
 The Yuma districts have additional obligations to Mexico under the Salinity

Control Act.

 The Yuma districts work with ADWR, CAP, SRP, APA and others regarding
obligations on all aspects affecting the State’s and user’s rights to the
Colorado River water, its operation, and management.



 Yuma Area holds 895,500 AF of PPR and Priority 2 & 3
Colorado River Water Rights

 Parker-Davis Project Use Power for Pumping Plants
and drainage wells

 Colorado River Front Works and Levee System and
Minute 242 Well Fields (Salinity Control - Treaty with
Mexico)

 Salt Lake City Area Integrated Projects
 Hoover Power from the APA

 Supports significant agricultural and military
industries in Arizona.

 Supplies water to City of Yuma, other communities
and consumers across the region.



Yuma Irrigation Project: 1901 - 1905
• YCWUA 53,450 Acres (Original) – Valley Division
• Bard Water District (for Imperial Cty CA)
• Unit B Irrigation District - 3,400 Acres
• North Gila Irrigation District – 6,320 A

Gila Project - 1947
• Yuma Irrigation District – South Gila Valley – 10,600

Acres
• Yuma Mesa Irrigation & Drainage District 28,800

Irrigable Acres
• WMIDD 62,750 Irrigable Acres



USBR – Colorado River Basin Study and
any new policies or regulations
emanating from that process.

MSCP – Environmental program to
improve and protect endangered species
habitat, mitigating the delivery of water
to users.



 #1 in the state and #3 in the nation for vegetable
production

 Source of 90 percent of the nation’s leafy
vegetables from November–March

 The world’s top producer of gourmet Medjool
dates

 A top exporter of durum wheat to Italy (for
premium pasta)

 Arizona’s top producer of lemons, tangelos,
tangerines, watermelon and cantaloupe

 Producer of more than 175 different crops and
seeds

 The federal hydropower (Parker-Davis FES) also
powers the Yuma area military bases

 Yuma Proving Grounds (YPG), the nation’s premier
weapons testing facility,

 Marine Air Corps Air Station Yuma (MCAS Yuma),
home of the nation’s first new F-35 Strike Fighter
Squadron. The Federal government has spent over
$300,000,000 at MCAS-Yuma in the last two years,
just to house the F-35.

 Federal Hydropower also indirectly powers the
Barry Goldwater Aerial Gunner Range. Barry
Goldwater does not have a direct allocation, but
they are customers of Wellton-Mohawk.


